EW | Cavl Gonw / ACTS Rednaxeln

TECTIVE

ythe same appearance, but

WHO Cari Gouw, ACTS Group
WHERE Mid-Levels, Cenlral
WHAT ACTS Rednaxela Serviced Apartments

What was the Intent behind putting
architecture, art and culture under one roof
at ACTS?

| am an advocate af creativity in art, design and
culture, We at ACTS believe that creativity can
spring from ardinary things, We want to bring
out the authenticity and beauly of everyday life,
embrace reality and encourage everyone to
think unilaterally about the worid. Through the
expression of our values, we hope to inspire and
stimulate our residents, neighbours and visitors.
Since many of our residents are ‘cultural
seekers' or “flaneur’, we are also inspired by
them. It's a humble, interactive, cultural
exchange of hospitality. A building 15 like a stage
of life with many stories to tell.

How did your collaboration with Gary Chang
come about for the project?

Edge Design Institute is one of
the very few firms in Hong Kong
that respects architecture as it
should be, Architecture is not
about deliberating any fashion or
slyle, but acknowledging that it is
a set of conditions under which
space and the individual are
connected, like in a building or a
city. Gary believes that a myriad
of options may lie beneath the
surface and there should be a
choice ol options to achieve an
end. Possibly, they might produce

generate different meanings. 1t is
a matter of recognising relations
and context

Architecturally, what was the
driving lorce of the design?
The project redefines one ol the
most representative and unigue
typologies of the urban landscape
In Hong Kong, the ‘pencil tower’:
a singie, mid-rise tower with a
very compact footprint. The
exterior envelope of the tower
goes beyond the usual aesthetic
and graphic intents typical of

most Hong Kong skylines, but rather endeavours
to echo and articulate the various programmes
inside the apartments.

The interior organisation of each apariment
unit 15 an exercise in the optimum use of space
and time, in a world ol compact living, boundaries
between various programmes are
deliberately blurred, while each individual
programme is pushed to the largest
dimensions as possible.

What does ACTS Rednaxela bring ta its
neighbourheod and the architectural
scene of Hong Kong?

A burst of colour, an imposing lagade; an
almost robotic. modern black block with
sharply-cornered orange balconies - a result
of exploring the geometry of the tower to
the greatest advantage. ACTS Rednaxela
offers congested urbanism a breath of resh
air amid the repetitive, covered-up. back-
drop architecture of Hong Kong.

What are your thoughts on the
qentriflcation of oid districts and

revival of streetscapes now happening

in Hong Kong?

These practices and end producls will be a
complete failure if the parties concerned,
including the government, NGOs and the
business sectors, do not unilaterally think
about the underlying purpose. There needs
to be a balance between making the eftort
to revitalise buildings and sireetscapes
while providing space for creative
industries to grow organically, Hong Kong
has been far too commercially-driven; the

business sectors have been dictating and
destroying art, design and culture

As the director of Hong Kong Ambassadoers af
Design and Wanchai Visual Archive, what are

your aspirations?

HKAoD is a young, dynamic and fun NGO that
helps Hong Kong's community to better
understand the value of design and creativity
as well as connects the public with the creative
industries. We may not hold huge grand events
or exnhibitions, bul we believe that the
community and education are critical torces n
the city's culture and creativity.

The Wanchai Visual Archive is a project to
design. deveiop and deptoy a visual archive n-
situ, as an incubator of discussion, co-creation
and co-evolution between social and economic
stakeholders in the neighbourhood of Wanchar
It was inspired by a desire to experience an
authentic, organic and experimental process to
understand the relationship between urban
renewal, cultural fabrication and community
livelihood,
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